
The Charlotte County Blueway Trails are filled with unique opportunities 
to observe Southwest Florida’s native flora and fauna.  Characteristics 
include a humid subtropical climate with an average annual temperature 
of 74.8 degrees Fahrenheit. The mild winter season lasts from January to 
March, the hottest summer months include July and August.  The average 
rainfall per year is 49.53 inches.  Winds are prevailing easterly with an 
average velocity of 12-18 mph.  Along the western county boundary the 
Gulf of Mexico connects to an extensive estuarine system including, barrier 
islands, tidal creeks, estuary bays and Charlotte Harbor.  A majority of the 
areas open water and estuaries are contained within three State designated 
aquatic preserves and are classified as Outstanding Florida Waters.  With 
approximately 219 miles of coastline to explore, paddlers can get away 
from the hurried pace of day-to-day life and experience the natural wonders 
of the waters throughout Charlotte County at their own pace.  

Plan route and allow for enough time
Allow for a minimum of two miles per hour paddling time under 
normal water conditions for route area.  Driving and shuttling 
to the put in point is extra time.
Be aware of regional conditions. Check recent and predicted 
weather conditions. Thunderstorms with extreme gusty winds 
can form quickly in the summer months.
Coastal rivers are affected by tides.  Paddling against the tidal 
flow can be difficult and will exhaust a person’s energy re-
serves.
A flooded river is dangerous and should not be paddled.
A low river may expose logs, stumps, rocks or other debris 
requiring liftovers or portages, which make the trip slower and 
more difficult. Rivers in south Florida are usually low in the 
spring and normal to high in the summer and fall months. 
Wind direction and speed can also be a factor when paddling, 
especially on wide or coastal rivers.
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On the Water
Paddle in a group or with a 
buddy.
Watch for motorboats, wave 
runners, and jet ski’s. Stay to 
the right and turn your bow 
into the wake. 
Don’t overload your canoe or 
kayak.
Place food and gear in a wa-
ter tight container and secure 
them tightly to your canoe or 
kayak.
Bring plenty of drinking water 
for the trip!
Wear your life jacket!
Have respect and be courte-
ous to other people on the 
water.
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Area Descr ipt ion Paddl ing Safety and Reglat ions
Safety equipment to have before hitting the water:

Flotation gear. Florida Law requires a Coast 
Guard approved, readily accessible and wear-
able personal floatation device (PFD) for each 
occupant of the vessel. All occupants under 
age 6 must wear PFD’s. 
Sound-producing device, such as a whistle, 
horn or bell.
First aid kit. Include sunscreen and insect re-
pellent.
Extra paddle.
Bow and stern lines and extra rope.
Water resistant flashlight and extra batteries.
Hat and sunglasses.
Let someone know where you are going and 
how long you expect to be on the water.
Bring a cellular/mobile phone if available.
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Charlotte  County
Parks,  Recreat ion
and Cultura l  Resources
 Miss ion Statement :

To enhance the quality of life by 
providing safe, well-maintained, 
accessible facilities for all park 
users.

To restore and safeguard      
natural ecosystems while   providing    
suitable public access for recreation 
and environmental education.

To offer a wide variety of quality 
recreational experiences for all 
ages.


